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§ 141.65 Maximum residual disinfect-
ant levels.

(a) Maximum residual disinfectant
levels (MRDLs) are as follows:

Disinfectant residual MRDL (mg/L)

Chlorine ................................................ 4.0 (as Cl2).
Chloramines ......................................... 4.0 (as Cl2).
Chlorine dioxide ................................... 0.8 (as ClO2).

(b) Compliance dates. (1) CWSs and
NTNCWSs. Subpart H systems serving
10,000 or more persons must comply
with this section beginning December
16, 2001. Subpart H systems serving
fewer than 10,000 persons and systems
using only ground water not under the
direct influence of surface water must
comply with this subpart beginning De-
cember 16, 2003.

(2) Transient NCWSs. Subpart H sys-
tems serving 10,000 or more persons and
using chlorine dioxide as a disinfectant
or oxidant must comply with the chlo-
rine dioxide MRDL beginning Decem-
ber 16, 2001. Subpart H systems serving
fewer than 10,000 persons and using
chlorine dioxide as a disinfectant or
oxidant and systems using only ground
water not under the direct influence of
surface water and using chlorine diox-
ide as a disinfectant or oxidant must
comply with the chlorine dioxide
MRDL beginning December 16, 2003.

(c) The Administrator, pursuant to
Section 1412 of the Act, hereby identi-
fies the following as the best tech-
nology, treatment techniques, or other
means available for achieving compli-
ance with the maximum residual dis-
infectant levels identified in paragraph
(a) of this section: control of treatment
processes to reduce disinfectant de-
mand and control of disinfection treat-
ment processes to reduce disinfectant
levels.

[63 FR 69465, Dec. 16, 1998]

Subpart H—Filtration and
Disinfection

SOURCE: 54 FR 27527, June 29, 1989, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 141.70 General requirements.
(a) The requirements of this subpart

H constitute national primary drinking
water regulations. These regulations

establish criteria under which filtra-
tion is required as a treatment tech-
nique for public water systems supplied
by a surface water source and public
water systems supplied by a ground
water source under the direct influence
of surface water. In addition, these reg-
ulations establish treatment technique
requirements in lieu of maximum con-
taminant levels for the following con-
taminants: Giardia lamblia, viruses,
heterotrophic plate count bacteria,
Legionella, and turbidity. Each public
water system with a surface water
source or a ground water source under
the direct influence of surface water
must provide treatment of that source
water that complies with these treat-
ment technique requirements. The
treatment technique requirements con-
sist of installing and properly oper-
ating water treatment processes which
reliably achieve:

(1) At least 99.9 percent (3-log) re-
moval and/or inactivation of Giardia
lamblia cysts between a point where the
raw water is not subject to recontami-
nation by surface water runoff and a
point downstream before or at the first
customer; and

(2) At least 99.99 percent (4-log) re-
moval and/or inactivation of viruses
between a point where the raw water is
not subject to recontamination by sur-
face water runoff and a point down-
stream before or at the first customer.

(b) A public water system using a
surface water source or a ground water
source under the direct influence of
surface water is considered to be in
compliance with the requirements of
paragraph (a) of this section if:

(1) It meets the requirements for
avoiding filtration in § 141.71 and the
disinfection requirements in § 141.72(a);
or

(2) It meets the filtration require-
ments in § 141.73 and the disinfection
requirements in § 141.72(b).

(c) Each public water system using a
surface water source or a ground water
source under the direct influence of
surface water must be operated by
qualified personnel who meet the re-
quirements specified by the State.

(d) Additional requirements for systems
serving at least 10,000 people. In addition
to complying with requirements in this
subpart, systems serving at least 10,000
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people must also comply with the re-
quirements in subpart P of this part.

[54 FR 27527, June 29, 1989, as amended at 63
FR 69516, Dec. 16, 1998]

§ 141.71 Criteria for avoiding filtra-
tion.

A public water system that uses a
surface water source must meet all of
the conditions of paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, and is subject to para-
graph (c) of this section, beginning De-
cember 30, 1991, unless the State has
determined, in writing pursuant to
§ 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration is re-
quired. A public water system that
uses a ground water source under the
direct influence of surface water must
meet all of the conditions of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section and is
subject to paragraph (c) of this section,
beginning 18 months after the State de-
termines that it is under the direct in-
fluence of surface water, or December
30, 1991, whichever is later, unless the
State has determined, in writing pursu-
ant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration
is required. If the State determines in
writing pursuant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii)
before December 30, 1991, that filtra-
tion is required, the system must have
installed filtration and meet the cri-
teria for filtered systems specified in
§§ 141.72(b) and 141.73 by June 29, 1993.
Within 18 months of the failure of a
system using surface water or a ground
water source under the direct influence
of surface water to meet any one of the
requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section or after June 29, 1993,
whichever is later, the system must
have installed filtration and meet the
criteria for filtered systems specified
in §§ 141.72(b) and 141.73.

(a) Source water quality conditions. (1)
The fecal coliform concentration must
be equal to or less than 20/100 ml, or the
total coliform concentration must be
equal to or less than 100/100 ml (meas-
ured as specified in § 141.74 (a) (1) and
(2) and (b)(1)), in representative sam-
ples of the source water immediately
prior to the first or only point of dis-
infectant application in at least 90 per-
cent of the measurements made for the
6 previous months that the system
served water to the public on an ongo-
ing basis. If a system measures both
fecal and total coliforms, the fecal coli-

form criterion, but not the total coli-
form criterion, in this paragraph must
be met.

(2) The turbidity level cannot exceed
5 NTU (measured as specified in § 141.74
(a)(4) and (b)(2)) in representative sam-
ples of the source water immediately
prior to the first or only point of dis-
infectant application unless: (i) the
State determines that any such event
was caused by circumstances that were
unusual and unpredictable; and (ii) as a
result of any such event, there have
not been more than two events in the
past 12 months the system served
water to the public, or more than five
events in the past 120 months the sys-
tem served water to the public, in
which the turbidity level exceeded 5
NTU. An ‘‘event’’ is a series of consecu-
tive days during which at least one tur-
bidity measurement each day exceeds 5
NTU.

(b) Site-specific conditions. (1)(i) The
public water system must meet the re-
quirements of § 141.72(a)(1) at least 11 of
the 12 previous months that the system
served water to the public, on an ongo-
ing basis, unless the system fails to
meet the requirements during 2 of the
12 previous months that the system
served water to the public, and the
State determines that at least one of
these failures was caused by cir-
cumstances that were unusual and un-
predictable.

(ii) The public water system must
meet the requirements of § 141.72(a)(2)
at all times the system serves water to
the public.

(iii) The public water system must
meet the requirements of § 141.72(a)(3)
at all times the system serves water to
the public unless the State determines
that any such failure was caused by
circumstances that were unusual and
unpredictable.

(iv) The public water system must
meet the requirements of § 141.72(a)(4)
on an ongoing basis unless the State
determines that failure to meet these
requirements was not caused by a defi-
ciency in treatment of the source
water.

(2) The public water system must
maintain a watershed control program
which minimizes the potential for con-
tamination by Giardia lamblia cysts and
viruses in the source water. The State
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